
When you arrived here on 
campus you entered a 
“temporary community.” Ken 
Kalish, an experiential 
educator at Montreat 
College, has taken a close 
look at these types of 
communities and has 
identified five stages that we 
go through when we become 
a member. 

First, let’s define what a 
temporary community is. It is 
marked by a distinct 
beginning and end—in this 
case the beginning & end of 
the academic year—and has a 
specific purpose. The Messiah 
on-campus temporary 
community entails living 
together in college housing in 
order to get a college 
education. 

Up until this point you have 
technically been in the 
“Getting Acquainted” stage. 
This is a time of learning and 
relearning names. There has 
probably been an abundance 
of cooperation and niceness 
among your fellow students, 

and most of your peers have 
been putting their best feet 
forward in order to make a 
good impression (e.g., they 
comb their hair before going 
to class). Also, you may have 
experienced a curiosity about 
and fascination with some of 
the new things you’ve 
encountered. On the other 
hand, you may have had the 
realization that others don't 
really know you. 

It is natural to set goals and 
harbor ideals when we start 
something new (think New 
Year’s resolutions) but now 
that the reality of class work, 
deadlines and the weight of 
commitments has set in, 
many of us will realize that it 
takes too much energy and 
effort to maintain these goals, 
or the image, that we were 
striving to achieve. Thus 
begins the “Struggling 
Forward” stage where true 
colors begin to emerge. Some 
of the things that you 
originally saw as intriguing 
will now begin to irritate you 
to no end. Similarly, things 

you could at first tolerate will 
now push you over the edge 
and you will begin to feel like 
you will explode if you don’t 
say something. You may hear 
(or say) phrases like these: 

“This is the real me and if 
you can’t accept that…” 

“This is just how I am.” 

“I don’t like all the 
policies.” 

“Messiah’s a bubble.” 

“Why does this college 
have to be in everybody’s 
business?” 

“Visitation hours can’t 
keep me from being with 
my boyfriend/girlfriend.” 

Other common things that 
may happen during this time 
are: roommate clashes that 
were previously tolerated will 
begin to flare up, some 
people will begin leaving 
chapel early, fuses become 
shorter, and you and your 
peers may begin to question 
why other students and the 
institution do things that you 

. 

STRUGGLING FORWARD 

RESIDENCE LIFE FEEDBACK DAY 

Call us copycats because we’re 
following our president’s excellent 

example of opening the lines of 
communication through her Open 

Door Days.  Amy VanDerWerf, Director of Residence Life & 
Rhonda Good, Director of Housing invite you to drop by the 

Office of Residence Life on Thursday, October 29 from 1:00—
5:00 p.m. for the first official Residence Life Feedback Day.  If 
you have questions, concerns, ideas or thoughts about anything 
related to residence life or housing at Messiah College, this is an 
excellent opportunity to let your voice be heard.   
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don’t understand or agree with. 
This is also a time when members 
of the temporary community will 
want to move from being unknown 
to being recognized and having a 
sense of individual importance. 

The very name of this stage, 
“Struggling Forward,” implies that 
this is a difficult time. It is tempting 
for us to believe that if something is 
hard then it is not God’s will for us. 
Yet research, experience and God’s 
word all agree that we are shaped 
through trying times. Our 
relationships are strengthened 
when we resolve conflict together 
and our communities are solidified 
when we walk through shared 
hardships. So press on, struggle 
forward and know that your labor 
will not be in vain. 
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One of the best aspects of  being 
in school is that you work like 
mad for a time and then you get 
an extended break.  Things are a 
little different on campus during 
these breaks, so read on to make 
sure you're prepared. 

 
 

 
FALL BREAK 
OCTOBER 22—25 
All on-campus residences will 
be open.  Visitation hours will 
be as follows: 
Thursday —4:00 to midnight 
Friday—noon to midnight 
Saturday—noon to midnight 
Sunday—noon to normal 
ending hour. 

The dining hall will be open for limited times over fall 
break:   
7:00 - 8:00 am 
12:00 - 1:00 pm 
5:00 - 6:00 pm  

THANKSGIVING 
BREAK 
NOVEMBER 25—29 
All on-campus residences 
will be open.  The dining 
hall will be closed after 
the evening meal on 
Tuesday and will re-open  

at 4:45 p.m. on Sunday.  
Visitation hours will be: 
Thursday—10 a.m. to midnight 
Friday & Saturday—noon to midnight 
Sunday—noon to normal ending hour 

 
WINTER RECESS 
DECEMBER 18—JANUARY 5 
All campus residences will be closed from 4:00 p.m. 
on December 18th through January 5th.  The last meal 
of the fall semester ends at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 17.  All Ala Carte & Flex dollars expire at 
this time too.   Meal plans begin again at 5:00 p.m. on 

Tuesday, January 5. 

You will be asked to unplug 
everything in your room/apartment 
and empty your fridge before you 
leave for this break.  Many more 
details will be coming about this as 
we get closer to December. 

 
 A few 
athletic  
teams will be 

arriving on campus early for games 
and practices.  In order to be good 
stewards and minimize the number 
of buildings that need to be heated 
these athletes will be  housed in 
Naugle and one or two apartment 
buildings.  This may require athletes 
to share their room or apartment 
with teammates who live elsewhere. 
 

FALL , THANKSGIVING & WINTER BREAK DETAILS 
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USING YOUR THERMOSTAT IN THE COMPLEXES 

The North  & South Complex has a "two 
pipe" heating/cooling system. This  means 
that the same water is used for both 
cooling and heating. In the fall when the 
days are warm and the nights are cool the 
system flip flops, calling for heat at night 
and cooling  during the day. When that 
happens the water temperatures 
are cooled to around 40 degrees during 
the day and then heated back up to 120 
degrees during the night. It takes a 
significant amount of energy to heat and 
cool the water each day. 

On October 15, the complexes will 
switch from cooling to heating and on 
April 30 the system will be reset to 
provide air conditioning.   

You’ve probably noticed the thermostats 
in your rooms and may have wondered 
how they affect this system.  While you 
don't have complete control over the 
temperature in your room, you can vary 
the temperature by a few degrees, making 
a difference in your comfort level.  Here is 
how it works: if the air conditioning is on, 
then chilled water is running through the 

pipes.  If the room is too cool you 
can make it warmer in your room by 
adjusting your thermostat.  This stops 
the flow of chilled water to the unit in 
your room.  If you adjust it to be 
colder, more cool water will run 
through to the unit in your room.  
Similarly, if you turn the thermostat 
when the heat down you can cut off 
the water flow to the unit in your 
room which will allow the 
temperature in your room to drop by 
a few degrees.  If you turn it up, 
more hot water will run through the 
unit in your room.  
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It’s likely that you’ve seen and heard 
the mowers and leaf blowers on our 
campus.  Our grounds staff does an 
incredible job of keeping our campus 
clean and beautiful.  The rub comes 
when they tend to  the places close to 
your sleeping area.  We’ve 
communicated with the grounds staff 
and agreed on the following starting 
hours around the residences: 

MWF—9:30 a.m. 
T/TH—8:30 a.m.(earlier because of chapel) 

However, there may be occasional times when 
leaf blowing or mowing may begin earlier.  
Some of these times would include: 

1. After several days of rain it causes the 
leaves to fall and the grass to grow, but 
does not allow the Grounds staff to 
maintain either of these things..   

2. Before a special event is being held on 
campus and requires more campus 
beautification (i.e., Homecoming) 

LEAF BLOWERS & MOWING 

QUESTIONS FROM STUDENT FORUM 

Why limit the number of off-
campus students when there was a 
waiting list last spring?  
Our commitment is to remain a 
residential college  and to keep the 
housing facilities full.  Last year after 
housing sign-ups there were 77 students 
on the waiting list.  Approximately 70 
students withdrew over the summer and 
others decided to commute,  study 
abroad or go to Philly.  After these 
adjustments everyone on the waiting list 
was placed with their chosen roommate 
and on opening day there were 15 open 
spots on campus.  Had we allowed 77 
students to live off-campus (because we 
had a waiting list) we would now have 
almost 100 empty spaces on campus.   

I have a friend returning from 
abroad that I want to live with.  
What do I need to do?   
Rhonda Good will be contacting all 
students who are abroad or in Philly to 
ask what their housing plans are when 
they return to Grantham.  Notify your 
friend so that he/she contacts Rhonda 
to let her know of his/her housing 
plans.  If a student request to live with 
you Rhonda will verify that you are also 
hoping to live with that student.  If you 
want to move to a new room with a  

On October 1st Amy VanDerWerf, 
Director of Residence Life, and Rhonda 
Good, Director of Housing, attended 
Student Forum.  Student Forum is on 
Thursday nights at 7:00 p.m. in Boyer 
131 and is open to all students.  Here 
are some of the issues discussed which 
may be of interest to you . 

Why are transfer students on 
their own floor? We think it 
would be good to integrate 
them with other upperclass 
students so they aren’t 

segregated from their class. 
You may not be aware that we have 
transfer floors on Grantham ground for 
women and Miller basement for men.  
This is the second year we’ve had 
transfer floors and we have continued it 
at the request of  both transfer students 
and the Admissions Office.  Transfer 
floors allow transfer students to be with 
others who are in the same stage of life.  
First year students are adapting to 
college for the first time and returning 
students  have some established 
friendships.  These floors are good 
places  for transfer students to adjust to 
a new school and make connections 
with others in the same situation. 
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returning student you will need to submit 
a housing  change request form in 
November. 

How many supplemental triples are 
there this year? 
On opening day we had eight 
supplemental triple rooms and we 
currently have four rooms that have not 
been untripled.  All four of the the 
remaining supplemental triple rooms have 
been given the option to untriple and have 
chosen to remain as triples.  Last year we 
had about 70 supplemental triples and the 
year before we had 40.   

Will the satellite houses be torn 
down? 
At this point there are no plans to tear 
down the houses and we currently need 
the space to house students.   

We are concerned about the 
condition and quality of the 
appliances in the floor kitchens. 
Student Forum is the first group to have 
raised this concern.   If you have concerns 
about floor appliances that are not 
working please email 
housing@messiah.edu. 



 

With the internet, there are so many 
resources available that it’s easy to miss 
some things that could  save you time and 
frustration. These websites all have helpful 
free services.  There are also options you 
can pay for within the sites, but the basic 
info described here won’t cost you a dime. 

BIBME.ORG 
BibMe.org will create your bibliography for 
your next paper.  All you have to do is 
enter the ISBN, title or author of a book 
you used and the site will give you options 
and you simply click on  the correct book 
and it does the rest.  If for some reason the 
resource you used is not available you can 
also enter the information manually.  MLA, 
APA, Chicago and Turabian formatting 
options are available.  

EVERNOTE.COM.   
This website allows you to save any piece of 
information.  You can store typed notes 
and papers, screenshots, scanned 
documents, photos, clippings from web 
pages, etc.  The best part about this storage 
system is that you can search for items by a 
key word that is anywhere in the 
document.   It even “translates” 
handwritten information in photos or 
documents and allows you to search for 
those words. 
 

REMEMBERTHEMILK.COM 
If you’re looking for a website to keep your 
to-do list rememberthemilk.com is a great 
place to keep a list that you won’t lose.  
You can divide your lists between your 
personal, study and work life.  You can also 
share tasks with others on the site.   
 

CRAMSTER.COM  
If you’ve got classes in math, one of the 
sciences, engineering, English, history, one 
of the  social sciences or writing (okay, 
almost all subjects) Cramster.com can help 
you with your homework and any study 
questions you may have.  Some of the 
features require a subscription, but others 
allow you to ask for and receive help on 
specific questions you may have by showing 
you  step by step explanations.  

HELPFUL WEBSITES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In a few weeks you’ll be receiving an 
electronic survey about Homesteading.  
In order for you to give the best feedback 
on the survey you need to have an 
understand what homesteading is.   

Homesteading is a housing process that 
allows students to stay in their current 
room or on their current floor.  
Homesteading is complicated on our 
campus because we have specific halls 
that must be available for first year 
students each year.  This means that 
first year students cannot stay in their 
current building.  One potential 
solution is to allow first year students 
to homestead on their Connect 4Floor. 

There are a couple reasons home-
steading is being considered.  First, 
research indicates people build 
friendships among those who live in 
close proximity to them.  Home-
steading would allow relationships that 
are formed on one floor to continue 
from one year to the next. While new 
relationships are always encouraged, 
there is no substitute for the long 
standing history you develop over time 
with people in your life. We talk a lot 
about community and this is one way 
to encourage it.  .  In surveys on our 
own campus students indicate that they 
desire to have greater community 
where they live. Also, some first year 
floors are close, and when those 
students move to upper class 
buildings they find that the floors are 
not as close, partially because 
students leave the floor to visit friends 
living on other floors.   

With any change there are potential 

HOMESTEADING PROPOSAL 

advantages and disadvantages.  Here 
are the things that have been expressed 
by the students who have heard this 
proposal. First the disadvantages: 

Current sophomore students may feel 
like they get the short end of the stick 
with housing every year (they had 
little seniority last year and this year a 
first year student would has a chance 
at getting a room before them).  
However, this would only happen this 
year. 

Rising seniors may lose some of their 
seniority in choosing a room. 

First year and returning students may 
homestead even though they don’t 
care about their floor community. 

It’s possible that some students will 
not be given the option of 
homesteading because there are more 
eligible students than spaces on every 
floor.  

If a number of students have lived 
together in past years they may 
exclude other students living on the 
floor.  

And the advantages (in addition to the 
reasons listed at the beginning of the 
article): 

Floor communities have the potential 
to continue for two or more years. 

It could potentially make the housing 
process less stressful. 

Transfer students could homestead 
and welcome new transfer students. 

If you have thoughts about this 
proposal that you would like to discuss 
before  the survey please contact 
Rhonda Good. 

The Residence Life & Housing Newsletter 
will be published approximately once a 
month.  If there are topics you’d like to see 
addressed in here or you have responses to 
what you’ve read here, please send your 
questions or thoughts to 
housing@messiah.edu 
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